
 

Travel organized by RJLIBAN - CEDAR COUNTRY TRAVEL 

LEBANON DISCOVERY 2018 - 10 days and 9 nights 

TO THE LEBANESE DESCENDENTS AND FRIENDS OF LEBANON  

Nights in 4* hotels, half-pension, transportation, guides, entrances and touristic visits 

Price per person: 2,000 US$ (supl. single room: 500 US$) – Without airplane ticket 

day 1 – friday → Transportation from airport to hotel in Beirut - National Museum - Museum 

of Minerals - Raouché - Welcome dinner - Night in Beirut 

day 2 – saturday → Deir el Qamar - Palace of Beiteddin - Night in Beirut 

day 3 – sunday → Harissa (Our Lady of Lebanon) - Jeita Grotto - Phoenician harbor and 

ruins of Byblos - Night in Beirut 

day 4 – monday → Chtaura (vineyards) - Temples of Baalbek – Zahle, in the heart of Bekaa 

Valley - Anjar - Night in Beirut 

day 5 – tuesday → Holy Valley of Qadisha - Ehden – Mountain of Cedars of Becharre - Khalil 

Gibran Museum - Hasroun - Night in Beirut 

day 6 – wednesday → Free - Visits to the families and villages of origin - Night in Beirut  

day 7 – thursday → Archeological and commercial down-town of Beirut - Saint George 

Cathedral - Grande mosque - Night in Beirut 

day 8 – friday → Sea Castle and old souks in Sidon - Maghdouché -  Night in Tyre 

day 9 – saturday → Tours in the city and the Phoenician port of Tyre and the village of Cana 

of Galilea where Jesus performed his first miracle - Night in Tyre 

day 10 – sunday → Beirut free - Transportation from hotel to airport. 
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LEBANON, AN ATTRACTIVE COUNTRY, bordered by the Mediterranean Sea and the mountain, appears to be 

in suspension between the sky and the sea. Despite its small area, it is a land of diversity: geography, culture and history. 
Lebanon is a cosmopolitan and contrasted country, with special landscapes : blue sea, high chains and green plains. 

Beirut, Lebanon’scapital with its sea port, is in perpetual motion; when offices close, its dwellers enjoy the many 
restaurants and night clubs of this cosmopolitan city. The National Museum boasts a large documentation on the 
Lebanon’s archeological past. Just next door is the extraordinary Museum of Minerals Beirut (MIM) inaugurated in 
October 2013. The National Museum hosts over seventy sculptures. Their centerpiece is King Ahiram’s sarcophagus, on 
which inscriptions using the Phoenician alphabet are engraved. Thousands of objects dating back to prehistory, the 
bronze and iron ages, and the Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine, and Arab periods can be seen on the first floor. 

Byblos, with its 7,000 years of history, is one of the greatest archeological sites in the world. During these millennia, it has 
passed through several civilizations. It faces the sea and has foundations of houses dating back to the Stone Age, 
Canaanite and Phoenician temples, walls surrounding the ancient city, as well as an imposing castle built by crusaders.  

Tyre, Queen of the seas, was famous for its merchant throughout the Mediterranean Sea. Its most glorious period was 
the 10th century B.C., during which King Hiram expanded the city. According to Greek mythology, Princess Europe was 
abducted to Greece by Zeus, and this event gave the European continent its name. Her brother Cadmos followed her and 
brought the alphabet to the Greeks. The Tyrians founded Cadiz and Carthage with the princess Dido (Elissa). In this 
region in Cana, Jesus made his first miracle, and it contains the tombs of King Hiram and Nabi Amran (Saint Joachim). 

The spectacular Grotto of Jeita was formed by an erosion which lasted millions of years. The result is a magnificent site 
of sculpted stones. Its mysterious and supernatural beauty provides a great emotional experience. Visit this mysterious 
and supernatural cave is an emotional experience for her beauty and diversity. 

Tripoli, the main city of northern Lebanon, has cnserved its past better than all other ancient Lebanese cities. Its middle-
eastern atmosphere is reinforced by its mosques. It fhas many « souks » (ancient markets), with an interesting and 
complex mesh of narrow streets. The city is dominated by the cruzaders’ castle of Raymond de Saint-Gilles.   

The holy valley of Qadisha is home to hermits and patriarchs. It extends from Becharre village to the Cedars of Lebanon. 
Its ancient monasteries are carved within its rocks. Its beauty is enhanced by its flowers and by the aroma of its plants. 
The Cedars are the historical symbol of Lebanon. Its trees are famous for their wood, which can withstand high 
temperatures, humidity, as well as age. King Solomon ordered great quantities of this wood from King Hiram of Tyre to 
build his temple in Jerusalem. The ancient Egyptians used it to build their ships and sarcophagi, as well as its oil for 
mummification.   

Baalbek is one of the world’s most visually attractive Roman archeological sites, with its three main temples: Jupiter, 
Bacchus, and Venus. Visitors of this monumental sanctuary usually begin their path with Jupiter’s temple (largest of the 
three). It was built during the reign of Roman emperor Augustus in the Christian era. 6 from 54 of its original columns 
remain standing. Near Zahle shining in the heart of the Bekaa, Anjar is a unique vestige of the presence of the Umayyad 
dynasty in Lebanon. This city, perfectly symmetric, prospered under the reign of Caliph Walid Ibn Abdel-Malik, then 
became a commercial and leisure center, due to its advantageous geographic location. 

Sidon is an ancient city which is mentioned in the tablets of El-Amarna, from the XIVth century B.C. Like other Phoenician 
cities, it was dominated by Persia, Greece, Rome, and the Arab conquests. Its castle, which stands out proudly on the sea 
border, was built and used by the crusaders, then further used by the Mamluks. 

Beiteddine’s castle, a few miles away from Deir el-Qamar, is a major work of art of 18th century Lebanese architecture 
built during the reign of Emir Achir Chehab, the 2nd. It is a marvelous site with an immense patio, splendid ochre color 
fountains, and geometrically perfect arcades.  

       


